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Morning Prayer Rite II: April 25, 2021 10 AM 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 
Hymn: 663 The Lord my God my shepherd is 

 
 

The Invitatory and Psalter 
Officiant: If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are 

above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 
Colossians 3:1 

 

Officiant:  Lord, open our lips. 
 

All:   And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was 
in the beginning, is now and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 

Officiant: Alleluia. The Lord is risen indeed: Come let us adore him. 
Alleluia. 

 

It has been a general practice in the Episcopal Church to omit the confession of sin 
during the season of Easter. Some churches simply omit the confession on Easter 
Eve and Easter Day, while others omit the confession for the entirety of the fifty 
days of Easter. The idea behind this practice is that the faithful have had all of 
Lent to confess their sins, as well as to ponder how they might live a more holy life. 
When Easter comes the time for confessing has ended, and we enter into a time of 
extended grace. 
 

Christ our Passover     Pascha nostrum 
1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22 
 

Alleluia. 
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; * 
    therefore let us keep the feast, 
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, * 
    but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia. 
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; * 
    death no longer has dominion over him. 
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; * 
    but the life he lives, he lives to God. 
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, * 
    and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia. 
 

Christ has been raised from the dead, * 
    the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
For since by a man came death, * 
    by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 
For as in Adam all die, * 
    so in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia. 
 

Psalm 23 

1 The LORD is my shepherd; * 
I shall not be in want. 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * 
and leads me beside still waters. 

3 He revives my soul * 
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I shall fear no evil; * 
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for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 
you have anointed my head with oil, 
and my cup is running over. 

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

 

The First Reading: Acts 4:5-12 
Reader: A reading from Acts 
 

The rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high 
priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly 
family. When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, 
"By what power or by what name did you do this?" Then Peter, filled with the 
Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers of the people and elders, if we are 
questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and 
are asked how this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and to 
all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by 
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised 
from the dead. This Jesus is 

`the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 
it has become the cornerstone.' 

There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given among mortals by which we must be saved." 
 

Reader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people 
All:   Thanks be to God 

Canticle 8    The Song of Moses    Cantemus Domino 
         Exodus 15:1-6, 11-13, 17-18 

I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; * 
    the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea. 
The Lord is my strength and my refuge; * 
    the Lord has become my Savior. 
This is my God and I will praise him, * 
    the God of my people and I will exalt him. 
The Lord is a mighty warrior; * 
    Yahweh is his Name. 
The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; * 
    the finest of those who bear armor have been 
                             drowned in the Red Sea. 
The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; * 
    they sank into the depths like a stone. 



4 
 

Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; * 
    your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy. 
Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods? * 
    who is like you, glorious in holiness, 
    awesome in renown, and worker of wonders? 
You stretched forth your right hand; * 
    the earth swallowed them up. 
With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; * 
    with your might you brought them in safety to 
                             your holy dwelling. 
You will bring them in and plant them * 
    on the mount of your possession, 
The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, * 
    the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established. 
The Lord shall reign * 
    for ever and for ever. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

The Gospel: John 10:11-18 
Reader: A reading from the Gospel according to John 
 

Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for 
the sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the 
sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf 
snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired 
hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and 
my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I 
lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this 
fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be 
one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay 
down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it 
down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take 
it up again. I have received this command from my Father.” 
 

Reader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people 
All:   Thanks be to God 
 

Canticle 9    The First Song of Isaiah    Ecce, Deus 
         Isaiah 12:2-6 
Surely, it is God who saves me; * 
    I will trust in him and not be afraid. 
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, * 
    and he will be my Savior. 
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing * 
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    from the springs of salvation. 
And on that day you shall say, * 
    Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; 
Make his deeds known among the peoples; * 
    see that they remember that his Name is exalted. 
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, * 
    and this is known in all the world. 
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, * 
    for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

The Sermon:  The Dr. Suzannah Rohman 
 

The Apostles' Creed 
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Prayers 
Officiant:  The Lord be with you. 
All:   And also with you. 
Officiant:  Let us pray. 
 

All:   Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread. 
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   And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those 
   who trespass against us. 
   And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Prayers:  B 
V.    Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
R.    Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
V.    Day by day we bless you; 
R.    We praise your name for ever. 
V.    Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
R.    Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy. 
V.    Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
R.    For we put our trust in you. 
V.    In you, Lord, is our hope; 
R.    And we shall never hope in vain. 
 

The Collects 
O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear his 
voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with 
you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

God of the present moment, God who in Jesus stills the storm and soothes the frantic heart. 
Bring hope and courage to all who wait or work in uncertainty. Bring hope that you will 
make them the equal of whatever lies ahead. Bring them courage to endure what cannot be 
avoided, for your will is health and wholeness; You are God, and we need you.  Amen. --
Adapted from the New Zealand Prayer Book p. 765 
 

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought us in safety to this 
new day: Preserve us with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be 
overcome by adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

You may offer prayers of intercession or thanksgiving silently or aloud at this time. 
 

Choir Anthem: I Sat Down Under His Shadow   Edward Bairstow 
Sung by St. Cecilia Chamber Choir 
 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make 
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you 
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as 
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may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in 
the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Hymn: 645 The King of love my shepherd is 

 
 

Officiant:  Let us bless the Lord.  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
All:   Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Officiant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. 
Amen.    2 Corinthians 13:14 

 

 

 

 

 

 


